
fantas�c TRF Race Day at

TERM ONE 2018
NEWSNEWS

Hi everyone

Welcome to our Term 1 newsle�er!

As you can see it has been a very busy start to the 
year, as we welcome our new group of Year 9 
students to our programme and we celebrate a new 
start for the year for our returning Year 10, 11, 12 
and 13 students.

From a fundraising perspec�ve we enjoyed a 
Ellerslie Race Course. Our thanks go out to Bill Heap and his amazing team at 
Auckland Racing Club for their con�nuing support for our cause. Special thanks 
also go to my wife Diane, Donna and Kay (one of our Trustees), without these 
three people the day would not have been such a success.

Of par�cular delight for me was to observe the various groups of younger 
people in the 25 to 35 age group, that came along to support us on the day.

The generosity of this genera�on and their care and concern for the next 
genera�on is genuine and mo�va�ng for all of us, as we con�nue developing 
and improving our programme.

2018 is our 9th full year of opera�on and we knuckle down for another 
successful period. We expect a record number of graduates this year and we 
look forward to celebra�ng their successes as the year goes by.

Thanks to all for your con�nuing support and interest.

Regards,
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Talofa Lava, malo le soifua ma le lagi e 
mamā my name is Aviata Jarrahmal 
Tanielu. I am a JB Graduate of the 2014 
cohort from Papakura High School and 
younger brother to TRF Programme 
Coordinator Jordan Tanielu.

When I think of the influence The Rising 
Founda�on has had on my character over 
the years I'm always reminded of the 
'seed' that I once was, awai�ng to be 
unlocked.

Seeds are planted with 
an ‘end vision’ in mind 
i.e to bear fruit,                  ,
provide shade,    ,
develop flowers etc.  

John John Bongard, Board Chairman, The Rising Founda�on

Chairman’s Report

Whatever It Takes!

Funfest 2018

Summer Retreat

Ellerslie Race Day

Week One - Taupo Camp

The Par�ng Shot
Many Thanks

Week Two - Taupo Camp

t

Aviata’s Awesome!

Aviata’s Awesome!Aviata’s Awesome!
JB Graduate 2014
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Being planted in The Rising from the beginning of my High 
school years opened opportuni�es for me to be nurtured 
and cul�vated in an environment where I'd be challenged 
to become that 'end vision', to begin to invest into who I 
know I could be and realise what I was capable of doing. 

The many term themes, camps, excursions and teachings 
I had the privilege of experiencing as a student, and even 
now as a JB graduate have prepared me for what I wanted 
to do.

Today I am in my third year of studies at Carey Bap�st 
Bible College studying a Bachelor in Applied Theology and 
u�lising my learnings through serving as the Worship 
Pastor of my home church, The Dream Centre.
 
My desire is to educate myself to a scholarly level in 

theology, missions and the Bible and to bring back all 
these learnings to my community, my people. I want to 
share what I've learnt with them in a way that is 
understandable for them through my teaching and my 
music.

I a�ribute so much of the strength of my vision and desire 
for myself and my community to The Rising Founda�on’s 
vision: Unlocking Your Poten�al, they unlocked mine!
 
I'm eternally grateful for the countless opportuni�es 
given and s�ll available for me and all the other students 
past and present through The Rising. From my ‘seedling’ 
beginnings to now a ‘growing tree’ I can only con�nue to 
give thanks to The Rising Founda�on for their role in my 
journey.

Aviata

Whatever it takes!
Funding comes in all shapes and sizes! A friend of a friend kindly offered us the opportunity of collec�ng the chestnuts 
that had fallen from the trees on her property. We mobilised our students and set up daily collec�ons which we then sold 
to a wholesaler in town! Below one of our teams from Sir Edmund Hillary with their a�ernoon’s haul. 
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FUNFEST 2018 - Is an enjoyable and generous 
five day free event, created with the struggle of 
the members of our community with special 
needs in mind and then opened up to all South 
Aucklanders.  

Tens of thousands of visitors poured through 
the gates at the Vodafone Events Centre and 
many of the youngest and bubbliest of these 
found their way to our area, looking to add a 
li�le colour and sparkle to their experience.

For the second year running FUNFEST 
sponsored The Rising Founda�on as we painted 
countless young and excited faces.

This was a great opportunity for South Auckland 
to meet our excellent young leaders ‘face to 
face’ and realise that these are far from ‘typical’ 
teenagers.

At first glance some of our big boys can look 
quite in�mida�ng, but seeing them bending to 
paint delicate flowers on the cheeks of delighted 
li�le ones is a beau�ful example of how easy it is 
to misjudge.

Five long days of constant work under the 
watchfu l  eye  of  parents ,  aun�es  and 
grandparents couldn’t diminish the spirit, 
crea�vity and enthusiasm of our students. They 
did us proud and proved themselves as capable 
and responsible people in the process.

FUNFEST is a big deal for South Auckland and we 
were happy to see so many families take the 
opportunity to enjoy a fun and affordable day 
out with free parking, free entry and free rides!

Lots of parents struggle with the pressure of 
keeping their children entertained over the 
Christmas and New Year holidays and FUNFEST 
provides genuine thrills for the young ones in a 
great atmosphere and a top quality venue.

Once again, the Vodafone Events Centre proves 
itself to be aware and available to meet the 
needs of the people of South Auckland. 

A big thank you to Fernz Catering and the Trillian 
Trust for making this great week possible.

Rising for the Community

Above: Thousands of 
visitors enjoying the 
sunshine and the 
variety of great free 
rides and ac�vi�es 
that FUNFEST offers 
during the New Year 
break each year.

Le�: Our team hard 
at  work br inging 
smiles, colour, fun 
and sparkle to the 
children of South 
Auckland.
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Download the app 
and find us on ...

We work hard behind the scenes 
to raise the running costs of

our excellent programme.
Will you partner with us?

FUNFEST 2018 GALLERY

SEE YOU
NEXT YEAR 

AT FUNFEST!
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Programme Coordinator
Gideon Rihari and
three of his new 
Year 8 recruits.

Enjoying the Kiwi
experience and
wai�ng for a
good lunch.

Each year The Rising Founda�on runs our Summer Retreat. 
This is a rela�vely small camp for around 25 of our students 
plus staff, and it is always a great way to start the year. 

We select students from two main groups: Those who are 
from par�cularly challenging home environments, who, for 
financial or rela�onal reasons haven't had much of a break 
over the school holiday. And those who have been especially 
commi�ed and ac�ve in their schools and deserve a reward.

The goal of the retreat is to relax, refresh and reflect. We 
chose the theme of ‘Vision’ this year and encouraged the 
students to see themselves as they ‘could be’. We want them 
to get a clear vision of their future selves. We encouraged 
them to think about what they can start doing now to build 
themselves up into the person they wish to be.

SUMMERSUMMER

RETREATRETREAT
Because sometimes we just need a break.

The hammock on the deck, the most popular place for a�ernoon naps.

Everyone pitches in - this is the washing up crew preparing for ba�le!

Hanging out with the Coordinators, what’s cooler than that?

This year we were based at The Farm, a fabulously rough 
and ready venue with no internet recep�on and nothing but 
green hills for miles around. We have used this venue a 
number of �mes and everyone loves the ‘lived in’ and 
ba�ered style of the place. 

What a joy to spend 
our �me building up 
these lively, funny, 
complex and powerful 
young individuals! 
Each one is 
developing in their 
own way and 
discovering their best 
selves. To see them 
trying and achieving, 
to see them proud of 
themselves and 
comfortable in their 
own skin. To watch 
them grow into the 
leaders of tomorrow. 
There’s nothing be�er.

Sponsored by the
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We had day trips to visit our Board Chairman in his beach 
house and we also had an excellent tour of the Treaty 
Grounds at Waitangi. 

But it was clear that the best thing for the students was just 
to spend some quality �me with their Coordinators and with 
each other. They never once missed their phones because 
they were too busy enjoying just talking to each other face 
to face.

As a team, Summer Retreat is a �me to reinforce the 
direc�on we are hoping for our students in the year ahead  
and for some of the newer team members and JB Graduates 
this is a brilliant opportunity to prac�ce those EQ skills and 
deepen their bond with the students who need that li�le bit 
of extra support and encouragement. Below: The whole group outside the Waitangi Treaty Grounds Museum.

It was a quiet seaside community un�l we turned up!

On the Yamaha with our Trust Board Chairman John Bongard, no be�er
way to see the Northland beaches and a real delight for our students.
This was a slice of a different kind of life. Broadening their horizons. 
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A big thank you to the ANZ Staff Founda�on for funding this quietly important retreat and to our 
friends at Papakura and Manurewa High Schools for le�ng us use their vans for transporta�on.

Enjoying the Waitangi Museum. At the famous flag pole. Roast lamb TRF style - perfectly cooked and mee�ng the local wildlife!

Clockwise from above: Our resident 
survivalist. “The brain is a muscle, more 
muscle, more brains!”  TRF = GOOD FOOD!
Learning how to really chil l  out - 
Progressive Muscle Relaxa�on class. 
Determined to win! Listening to the 
Insight Talk about ‘Vision’ (A man without 
a vision is a man without a future. A man 
without a future is des�ned to repeat his 
past). The Rising Founda�on makes 
everyone smile. Cooling off at the 
waterhole. 
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This year’s Annual Rising Founda�on Ellerslie Race Day was 
held on the 17th of February.  It was the Avondale Guineas 
Charity Irish Race Day and many a�endees wore a li�le bit of 
green for the day.  

We, once again, had many of our faithful donors 
contribu�ng to this spectacular day, however we were 
fortunate to have many new a�endees this year. We were 
upgraded to the Guineas Ballroom due to the popularity of 
the event.  

Bill, Emily and their team at the Ellerslie Event Centre did a 
fantas�c job of se�ng up the room and Donna, Fele�, Tiare 
and Grace together with 11 of our wonderful students (all in 
their school uniforms) decorated the room and set up our 
auc�on tables.  Our students also escorted our guests to 
their tables and sold raffle �ckets for the BEKO 
Fridge/Freezer.  

The Board acknowledges with grateful thanks, all these 
contributors to our successful day.

We were honoured this year to have Judah and Hoseah 
(winner and runner-up of The Voice Australia 2017) 
entertain us with their beau�ful voices.  A huge thank you to 
Kay for organising this and enhancing our day with 
entertainment that was truly special.
  
Once again, thanks to Kevin Hickland our Auc�oneer who 
managed to elicit every last dollar from the bidders, and to 
our MC for the day, Stephen Stuart.   

Our 8 major sponsors had the special experience of 
watching from the 'birdcage' and mee�ng the jockeys, 
owners and trainers in the winner's circle.

The TRF Board is humbled by the support from our major 
sponsors, our corporate sponsors, our live auc�on sponsors, 
our silent auc�on sponsors, prize sponsors and friends and 
family who support us year in and year out.  Without you all, 
we could not con�nue the fantas�c effort of our team – Alex, 
Donna, Fele�, Grace, Jordan, Gideon and Tiare.

Thank you ALL for a�ending.  We received so many posi�ve 
comments about the day and it was so successful.

                We Raised $62,000!

TRF RACE DAY 2018

Above: The students 
shared our guests 
excitement over 
seeing races from this 
vantage point. There’s 
nothing quite like the 
thunder of hooves 
and this was the first 
�me they had felt it. 

Le�: The students 
also really enjoyed 
choosing the day’s 
Best Dressed Woman 
(Lizzie Leuchars) and 
Best Dressed Man 
(Simon Bilton).

Congratula�ons to 
our worthy winners. 
We love it when our 
guests get into the 
spirit of the event!
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From top: The excellent Guineas Ballroom 
full of our wonderful supporters.

Judah Kelly, winner and Hoseah Partsch 
runner-up of The Voice Australia 2017, our 
entertainers for the a�ernoon.

The Students enjoyed mee�ng the people 
and of course selling raffle �ckets.

Our Amazing Race Sponsors

Our Wonderful Corporate Sponsors

Our Generous Auc�on Sponsors

Our Generous Prize Sponsors

Thank you Everyone!
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This Term's TRF camps were held in a peaceful rural area 
about 30 minutes outside of Taupo, this was a new and 
refreshing experience for many of the students. Situated 
right next to the beau�ful Lake Taupo, MiCamp's 
loca�on, facili�es, and landscape were perfect for the 
sort of feel that we were trying to deliver for the students. 
MiCamp was such a huge contrast to the rush, stress, 
noise and backed up traffic that Auckland is so well 
known for.
 
Travelling down to Taupo was also instrumental in 
helping us show the students that the world is bigger 
than South Auckland. Many of the students that a�ended 
camp had not experienced anything outside of the 
Auckland area. 

During the recent Term 1 holidays, we took a selected 110 
of our students to camp. Sir Edmund Hillary Collegiate 
and Papakura High School students joined us during the 
first week, and Manurewa High School, Pukekohe High 
School and Rosehill College in the second week. We love 
to mix our students by age and by school and we 
discourage cliques and break down prejudice by forming 
diverse teams, where each student's skills and character 
can be used to advance the progress of the whole team.
 
Over the course of four days, students par�cipated in 
many fun and challenging ac�vi�es and also many first 
�me experiences, like Kayaking on the huge lake, 
Geocaching (learning how to properly use a GPS), our 
‘Amazing Race’ and Rock'n'Ropes, High Ropes course. 
Each ac�vity gave students the opportunity to shake off 
nerves and face their fears and overcome them. We also 
enjoyed the Chris Jolly Boat Cruise across the lake to the 
majes�c Mine Bay Maori Rock Carvings.
 
Reinforcing the very �mely and posi�ve Theme of Being 
Real/Genuine, workshops and presenta�ons were 
delivered each night reflec�ng on the different masks 
that people wear the important feelings they hide from 
others and how to deal with them while being genuine 
with those we love. Students learned how to create a 
space that is safe enough for everyone to feel 
comfortable and to connect deeply.        (Con�nued on page 12)

TERM ONE CAMP - TAUPO

Week One
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Week One GalleryWeek One Gallery
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TERM ONE CAMP - TAUPO

Week Two
We discussed the different pressures that males and females are 
subjected to by the media, by society and by their peer group. These 
pressures influence the way they think about themselves and hinder 
them from being real. We spoke about conflict resolu�on, how to deal 
with conflict by using the four different levels of communica�on. 

We also built on the idea of 'vision', which was introduced at our Summer 
Retreat. Students completed vision booklets and vision boards with 
details about their future selves, the goals they have in life and what steps 
they need to take in order to achieve them. Great souvenirs to keep.
 
On the final night we have a 'Skit Night' where all the talents of each team 
are expressed and a trophy is given to the winning team based on their 
performance on the night and also on their a�tude and involvement in 
team ac�vi�es throughout the week.

As always camp completes the term and reinforces the important values 
and principles that our coordinators have been presen�ng. It's a place 
where we can see how our students are growing and interac�ng and 
becoming the confident, responsible and capable adults our region so 
desperately needs.
  
Overall these camps were a great success, we are very grateful to the staff 
at MiCamp for their a�tude and pa�ence with us. We are a boisterous 
bunch and they coped with us really well.



(Thinking Systems)
The ability to extract, 
grasp and internalise 

principles, develop higher 
moral reasoning and 

mature in emo�onally 
healthy ways.

(Collabora�on)
The ability to func�on 

well within an 
established group while 
maintaining the iden�ty 

and purpose of each 
individual.

(Innova�on)
The ability to con�nually 

develop new ways to 
express our values and 

principles for the benefit 
of ourselves and our 

community.

(Accurate 
Representa�on)

The ability to put values 
and principles into 

prac�ce consistently and 
wholeheartedly in our 

daily life.

INSIGHT SYNERGY INTEGRITY CREATIVITY

KNOW
IT

SHARE
IT

LIVE
IT

SPREAD
IT

THE
FOUR
PILLARS
OF
TRF
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Week Two GalleryWeek Two Gallery



The Rising Founda�on would like to acknowledge all Sponsors, Philanthropic Trusts, Corporate Businesses, 
Individuals, Local Businesses, School Trustees, Principals, School Staff, Families and our Community Trusts who 
sponsor students or have helped us to expand our programme. So far we have seen over 1300 students and their 
families and friends benefit from our work across the wider Auckland area. Without your generous support and 
collabora�on we couldn’t do the work we do. 

Thank you for choosing to support The Rising Founda�on; we all truly appreciate it.

A Community of Friends of TRF

MAJOR SPONSORS
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The Theme for Term 1 was being ‘REAL’. Adolescents 
struggle with ‘fi�ng in’ and will some�mes go to extreme 
lengths to be liked and accepted by their peers. Pretending 
in order to be liked is a self-defea�ng exercise and is o�en a 
major contributor to the young person’s failure to acquire 
their true iden�ty during their pivotal teenage years.

To help our students to resist the urge to hide their true 
selves we encouraged them to recognise that the best way 
to find the love, acceptance and the sense of belonging that 
we all crave, is to be yourself and find friends who like you as 
you are and don’t try to change you. Again we challenged 
them to take off the masks and let the world see them as 

they are. Let’s do all we can to help the young people we are 
close to, to know themselves, care for themselves and be 
themselves in every situa�on. The more confident they 
become with who they are, the more likely they are to thrive 
in life, in rela�onships and in their careers.

THE
PARTING

SHOT
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